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Parish of St Mary and St George, Totnes 

Sunday 25th July 2021 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
                                                                                                                     Diocese of Plymouth 

                  
                                                                                                                                               

                                 

  

 

                                          World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly 

                                                      Parish Priest:  Fr. Louis Rieunier 

Email: totnes@prcdtr.org.uk  or  louis.rieunier@prcdtr.org.uk 

Tel:  01803 862126         Website:  www.totnesrcparish.org.uk 

Note:  On Tuesday and Wednesday mornings and Fridays, Fr. Louis can usually be contacted on:  01752 224414 
Safeguarding Representative: Leo Trimming  01803 867071 

 
 

 

Mass & Other Services this Week                 
                                                         **Live Streamed Masses** 

 

www.totnesrcparish.org.uk/mass-times/       
click on ‘Facebook Live Stream’ 

Saturday  24th July       6:30pm    
                                                            

  Priest’s Intentions 
 

Sunday    25th July     10:30am           
                                          No Live Stream this Sunday                        

  People of the Parish 
  

Tuesday   27th July      10:00 to 11:00am Rosary & Exposition 
                                          No Mass      

 

Thursday  29th July      10:00 to 11:00am Rosary & Exposition 
                                          No Mass 

 St. Martha 

Friday      30th July             No Mass  

There are No Weekday Masses from 15th July – 6th August  

 

New World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly 

In May this year, Pope Francis announced the institution of World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, 

which will take place each year on the fourth Sunday in July. 

Recalling the upcoming feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple – when the elderly Simeon and 
Anna encountered the child Jesus and recognized Him as the Messiah.  
Pope Francis said, “The Holy Spirit even today stirs up thoughts and words of wisdom in the elderly.” The 
voice of the elderly “is precious,” he said, “because it sings the praises of God and preserves the roots of 
the peoples. ‘‘The elderly, he continued, “remind us that old age is a gift and that grandparents are the link 
between the different generation, to pass on to the young the experience of life.” 
The Holy Father said he instituted the World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly because “grandparents 

are often forgotten, and we forget this wealth of preserving roots and passing on what the elderly have 

received’’. He emphasized the importance of grandparents and grandchildren getting to know one another, 

because “as the prophet Joel says, grandparents seeing their grandchildren dream,” while “young people, 

drawing strength from their grandparents, will go forward and prophesy.” 

Pope Francis’ message for the First World day of Day for Grandparents and the Elderly is available on 

our parish website.  https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/nonni/documents/20210531-

messaggio-nonni-anziani.html 
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New Covid-19 Restrictions Update 

As you know, the country has now moved to Step 4 of the Government’s Covid-19 Response Roadmap. 

The various restrictions that have been in place no longer have the force of law.  Nevertheless, as we are 

fully aware, we are still in the grip of the pandemic and so people are being urged to act sensibly, 

responsibly and to consider others, especially those who are physically vulnerable. 

The Conference of Bishops has issued updated ‘Step 4’ guidance. Among other things, it strongly 

recommends that we continue to wear face coverings for congregational worship, sanitise our hands, 

record our attendance at Mass (or whenever we come to church) for ‘Track and Trace’ purposes.  Although 

the social distancing restrictions have been lifted, for the time being, we will maintain the present seating 

arrangements in the church, and we will wish to avoid coming too close when receiving Holy Communion. 

One very welcome development is that congregational singing is now permitted provided face coverings 

are used, and so we will be gradually re-introducing that element of our worship. 

In conclusion, most of our existing arrangements will remain in place so that parishioners may continue to 
feel safe and comfortable coming to Mass in our church.  However, a major review of them will be 
undertaken in early August and parishioners will be informed about how we intend to go forward from there 
 

 

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 
Prayers for the Sick Please hold in your prayers: Robert Y. Amil, Robert M. Amil and Family,       
Jill Gilboy.  Let us also pray for Bishop Christopher Budd, and Fr Kieran Kirby 
  
Gardening Group First Monday of the month 10.00 - 12 noon  
Questions?  Please contact Liz on  liz.allott@gmail.com 
 
Rosary and Exposition Tuesdays (and Thursdays until 5 August) 
The Rosary and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for one hour after Mass.  All are welcome to call in at 

any time during the hour. 

 
Music Reflections Wednesday 10-10.30am, (Zoom)  
In our Music Reflections, we meet to contemplate the themes for the coming Sunday.  Please contact 
Gemma splitnotes@hotmail.com or Isabelle isabellecosgrave@hotmail.com for the Zoom invite 
 
Seeds of Faith Every 3rd Wednesday of the month (Zoom)                                                                                                                                     
All are welcome, please contact Margaret Cushen for the Zoom invite at margaret@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Parishioners Coffee Morning - Every other Thursday (Zoom) 
The next coffee morning will take place on Thursday 29th July at 12 midday.  Zoom will open at 12 
midday. Please contact Liz for the Zoom invite on liz.allott@gmail.com 
 
Friday 6pm Prayer Group (Zoom)  
At the end of each week, we gather with prayer and music, praying together for our needs and giving 

thanks for our blessings.  Please contact Gemma on splitnotes@hotmail.com for the Zoom inviteMeditation 

Tuesdays at 6pm (Zoom) 

Maria Luisa facilitates 20 minutes with God (silent guided meditation) every Tuesday from 18:00 to 18:30.  
Please contact: libertadpolanco@hotmail.com for the Zoom invite. 
 
New My Day By Day 
August & September issues are available at the back of church. 
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DIOCESAN NEWS 

Catechetical Summer Camps 
Junior Camp for School Years 3-6 on 9 - 13th August online with activities in the morning and 

evening, with the group coming together on Friday 13th at St Rita’s Centre, Honiton. 

Email juniorcamp@prcdtr.org.uk 

Senior Camp for School, years 7-10 from 9th- 13th August online with meetings in the morning and 

afternoon, as a short taster, with a live 4-day actual camp at Buckfast during the October half term. 

Details for the residential camp will be advertised shortly. 

St.Petroc’s Camp for School Years 11 and 12 from 9-13th August with a Live camp at St Rita’s 

Centre, Honiton  Email:stpetrocscamp@prcdtr.org 

 

 
CARITAS 
Vacancy 
Caritas Project Support Administrator – Diocese of Plymouth: Permanent position 
Location: St. Boniface House, Ashburton 
Hours: 35 hours per week 
Salary: £23,000 - £25,000 per annum (depending on skills and experience) plus contributory pension 
scheme (subject to eligibility). 
Caritas Plymouth is looking for a dynamic and enthusiastic person who would like to be part of a small, 
friendly team supporting social action across the Roman Catholic Diocese of Plymouth. The role will be varied 
and rewarding and will require a range of office, project management and marketing skills. The role will 
occasionally require evening or weekend working to support events. 
Closing date:  26 July 2021.   Interviews will be held on Wednesday 4 August 2021 at St. Boniface House, 
Ashburton  A job description and application form can be obtained from Cathedral Appointments on 
dani@cathedralappointments.co.uk.   
For further information please follow the link: www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk and click on Careers under The 
Diocese tab or contact Deborah Fisher for a chat about the role on 01364 645421. 
 
Counselling Helpline in Plymouth Diocese  
This is not a Coronavirus helpline – for any questions regarding COVID-19 please go to NHS 111. 
However, you may find the counselling helpline useful in other circumstances. It can be used for yourself, 
by family residing at the same address and for clergy. It is provided through our Catholic Insurance Service; 
it is the Cigna Scheme for the Dioceses of England. The Scheme number is 70258. Phone: 0330 0580960, 
press option 5 for the Counselling Service. It is completely confidential. 
 
 
SAFEGUARDING  
Diocesan Safeguarding Office  
The Diocese of Plymouth Safeguarding Team is available on 01364 645430 or by email on  
safeguarding@prcdtr.com 

 

UNIVERSAL CHURCH 

Lourdes - A Campaign for the 21st Century  

Your attention is drawn to a fund-raising campaign in regard to the beautiful Shrine of Our Lady at Lourdes 

that many of you may have visited as pilgrims. Over the years the basilicas have fallen into disrepair and 

are in need of major renovation.  Therefore, a fund-raising campaign has been launched inviting donations 

to support the major renovations that must be undertaken to maintain the fabric of these buildings.  The 

Shrine of Lourdes has produced a brochure, which is available on our website, setting out the work that 

needs to be done.  The PPC will consider how the parish might be able to support this campaign.  Do have 

a look at this interesting brochure. 
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World Day for Grandparents July 25th 

Pope Francis has established a World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, taking place for the first time 

on Sunday July 25. For links to the Holy Father's letter and information and parish resources go to The 

Catholic Grandparents Association: 

http://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/cga-welcomes-pope-francis-message-for-the-first-world-

day-for-grandparents-and-the-elderly/ 

and: http://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/worlddayforgrandparentsandtheelderly/ 

 
The Pope’s Universal Intention – July 2021 
Universal intention - Social friendship. We pray that, in social, economic and political situations of 
conflict, we may be courageous and passionate architects of dialogue and friendship. 
See also https://thepopevideo.org/ 
   
Pope Francis @Pontifex  July 11th, 2021 
During summertime, let us learn how to take a break, turn off the mobile phone to gaze into the eyes of 

others, cultivate silence, contemplate nature, regenerate ourselves in dialogue with God. 

 

 

Marriage Matters (www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk) 

Selflessness in giving 

The readings recount God’s continuing faithfulness to His people, and their response. Elisha’s story 
is the forerunner to Jesus feeding at least five thousand on a few loaves and fishes. Such providence 
reminds us of our faithful God who gives, and gives, and then gives again. Do I do this, do we, to 
each other? In His strength, we can. 
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